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View at the Velebit mountains

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS - ESC VOLUNTEERING TEAM
Crno Jezero (Croatia), 26/05/2023 - 10/06/2023

Velebitska udruga Kuterevo (VUK) is looking for young people between

18 and 30 years interested to volunteer with us and learn how to work

with and within nature. During the volunteering team activity,

participants will learn about cultural heritage, wilderness and the

coexistence with civilization in theory and practice. The project will

gather 11 volunteers from different European countries for 16 days

(the 26th of May until the 11th of June) in the small village Crno

Jezero, located in the nature park Velebit, close to the National Park

Northern Velebit.
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ABOUT
This project is part of a bigger program by VUK about the coexistence
of wilderness and civilization, which aims at reactivating traditional
local knowledge and different sustainable practices in the sense of
moba.

“Moba is a reciprocal exchange of labour: the family that invited neighbours,
friends and relatives to help assumes the obligation to return that help in the
same amount to all participants, if necessary and with an undefined date.”

During this ESC volunteering team, the main (mostly physical)
activities will be around restoring historical water sources for wild
animals in the form of a puddle and the typical formation called
kamenica in limestone areas as they are characteristic for.

The activities will take place on the project ground Belle-Any by VUK,
located in Crno Jezero.

WORK
The volunteers will be involved
in physical activities, a
creative workshop on felting, a
short introduction to
permaculture, and researching
local flora, fauna, and cultural
heritage.

Activities will be mostly
outside.
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ACCOMMODATION & FOOD
The volunteers will stay in Crno Jezero in a house on the neighbouring
property of VUK, 5 minutes away by walking. Sleeping will be possible
in the house on mattresses and volunteers should bring their sleeping
bags. There are toilets and a shower. On the project ground of
Belle-Any there are also compost toilets. Cooking and cleaning will be
done in teams and food will be vegetarian, seasonal, local and
healthy. Lifestyle is sustainable, simple, and without much technology
and virtual connections.

LEARNING POSSIBILITIES
Participants will have plenty of possibilities to learn about
sustainable living, local traditional heritage, medicinal and edible
plants and nature-related topics. Since this project is about
rebuilding historical water sources, techniques used will be related
to historical building and the volunteers will specifically learn
about:

● History of traditional natural building and different techniques
nowadays

● How to use basic tools

● Probably much more…

REQUIREMENTS FOR PARTICIPATION IN THIS ESC PROJECT
This project is open for all young people from ESC programme countries
and Western Balkan countries. There are only a few specific
requirements:

● To be a resident of ESC programme countries and Western Balkan
countries

● To be older than 18 and younger than 30

● To be interested in environmental topics
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● No previous experience is needed but on contrary… if you had
fewer opportunities for participating in international
activities, that would be an advantage

● Basic English is welcome, but not necessary… We will find a way
to communicate

Volunteers should be OK with the following conditions:

● Simple and sustainable living principles (compost toilet, saving
water, electricity and other resources, no or less signal)

● Vegetarian and healthy food

● Sharing space with other volunteers

● Teamwork and physical work

● Living in a remote area without shops, pubs or similar

Interested candidates should fill in this application form before 1st
of April 2023.

Please use the space to explain your motivation, previous experience,
expectations etc. Short applications will not be taken into account.
However, if it is, for any reason, complicated for you to fill in the
application, we can also organize an online or phone call. Please do
not hesitate to contact us.

Selected volunteers
will be informed by the
15th of April.
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EUROPEAN SOLIDARITY CORPS PROJECTS ARE SPECIAL IN SEVERAL
WAYS:

● All volunteers will have to sign the Volunteering agreement
● Travel costs will be reimbursed
● All costs of food, accommodation, tools, materials and

insurance will be covered
● Small pocket money will be given to each volunteer (5 euro a

day)
● At the end of the project, volunteers will receive the

Youthpass certificate

CONTACT
Ivan Crnković Pavenka - President of the Velebitska Udruga Kuterevo

Croatian or German speech

vuk.kuterevo@gmail.com

00 385 (0) 91 5835 412


